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9JOP SECRET British Embihs

72/140/47..Paris.

16 hpril303O

1 - E 1 APR

I refer to your telegram No. 553 on the subject
of oil bunkers for the vessels engaged in the traffic in
illegal imaigrants-to Palestine and to our subsequent
telephone conversation when you informed me that Shell were
unable to take a unilateral decision not to provide bunkers
on French territory but must consult the Direction des
Cazbufants.

On handing to Monsieur Bousquet of the Quai
d'Orsay the two memoranda concerning this traffic of which I
am sending you copies under separate cover, Ashley Clarke
yesterday raised the subject of the oil bunkers, with particular
reference to the President Warfield, which he told Monsieur
Bousquet was understood to have arrived in Marseilles that day
and to be destined for this traffic.

Ashley Clarke pointed out that Shell wish to comply
with our policy and that we should be glad if the French would
agree and would at the same time instruct the Groupement d'Achat
de Carburants, who control oil bunkering in all the ports of
France, to act similarly.

The Quai d'Orsay had already had information on this

matter through a communication from the Jupiter Oil Company.
Ashley Clarke explained that this was a further method of
checking the illegal traffic in which we hoped that the French
would agree to co-operate. Monsieur Bousquet took note of the
matter and agreed that it was a point which might be further
discussed after the Council of Ministers have considered the
general principle of helping us over the illegal Jewish traffic.

G.A. Crossley.

J.G.S. Beith, Esq.,
Eastern Department,
Foreign Office, S.W.l.
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Cypher/IPJ
~A~1~Pg. NO. 2

FROM WAIIRTQN TO YaEIGN

Lcr d Irverchapel
No. 2454 D. 10.28 p.m. 24th April, 1947.

24th April,

Repe ed to

1947. R. 7.00

Paris
Rome
Lisbon

)
)
)

a.m. 25th April, 1947.

SAVING

'F
IIPQTANT

M"T
3477

1 < *. I

Your
immigrant

telegram
ships.

No. 555 to Paris: oil for illegal Jewish

Petroleum Attache has taken soundings from a re liableBritish source in close touch with Socony and has been told'that Socony would not (repeat not) deny oil bunkers to shipsother than those having standing contracts without specific
instructions from the State Department. A policy decision
of this natuwe would have to be agreed by the SoconyDirectors and they would not make a direct agreement withus on a matter affecting United States policy unless they
knew that the State Department approved. They would thusgo at once to.th2-'State Department if we approached themdirect.

2. If State Department were to
considers that Socony would very
with us.

agree, Petroleum Attaoha
probably co-ope rate fully

5. Since it is evident that the decision will rest withthe State Department, I should prefer, if you considermatter should be pursued here, to take it up with them in thefirst instance, in order to avoid the appear'ano of goingthrou the back door and the almost certain risk of theirlear ng of our action at second hand through Socony.sI
should be grateful for your instructions.

4. Please inform Ministry of Fuel and Power.

Foreign Office
my telegrams Nos.

pass
100,

Saving
59 and

to Paris, Rome and Lisbon
5 respectively.

[Repeated Saving to Paris, Rome and Lisbon.]
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E3477/84/51

Cypher/DTP DEPARTMENI'AL NO.

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE- TO WASHINGTON

9th May,

Repeated

1947. D. 6.20 a.m. 9th

to Paris No. 1099
Rome No. 172
Lisbon No. 31

)
)
)

0000

SECRET

Your telegram
of oil bunkers to

No. 2454 ( of.
illegal Jewish

Aprai 24th:
immigrant

Denial
ships].

I agree that you should take the matter up
with the State Department, requesting that they
should approach Socony and the other companies
concerned. If and when State Department agree to,
issue the directive required the petroleum attache
could pursue the matter with the companies.

2. I understand that "President Warfield",
after Anglo Iranian and Shell had refused bunkers,
was bunkered at Marseilles by Caltex who, moreover,
supplied gas oil in drums which was presumably for
the use of smaller vessels in the traffic.

s.

similar

I therefore suggest that you take
action with Caltex.

May, 1947

SAVING
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AMDAI'" D]SRIBUTION.

FR M ST OLT FOREIGN OFFICE.

D: 53.50 p.m. 25th April, 1947

R: 9.00 p.m. 25th April, 1947

Jewish illegal immigration ships.

Reference ar 241154AMi'bruary.

"San Basilio" is refitted and apparently seaworthy
at Gothenburg. She still has no registration Lloyds,
[grp. undec. ? unless] she can got some nationality the
Swedes will not give her clearance.

8. [sio]. If she attempts to a1 without
clearance the Swedish customs authorities state they
will ask the police-to arrest her.

4.
leave.

No indication that she is preparing to
Ste has not got a complete crew on board.

The above is for Admiralty from the lval Attache
Stockholm.

Time of origin 251410.'
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.r. Jerram

25th April, 194f

Subject :
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Cypher/OTP -- DPART TAL No.2.

FROM ROME TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Sir N. Charles D: 6.45 p.m. 24th April, 1947
No. 946
24th. April, 1947 R: 12.15 a.m. 25th April, 1947

Repeated to Washington.

TOP SECRET.

Your telegram No. 784. L 7 7

I have addressed a letter to the Minister for
Foreign Affairs in the sense of your telegram under
reference requesting the Italian Government to co-operate
in denying oil bunkers to ships engaged in illegal
Jewish immigration.

2. Meanwhile members of air staff have had a useful
private discussion on this subject with De Graan head
of the Comitato Italiano Petroli~ who is also the
representative in Italy of Shell. D Graan though
Dutch is decidedly in the British camp and is willing to
co-operate in every way possible. The branch of Shell
in Italy had not yet been asked to issue instructions
referred to in paragraph 2 of your telegram under

reference.

3. It appears that C.I.P. which is a governmental
agency do have a mon oly of distribution and issue of
all bunker oil in Italy. (I would observe, however, that
part of this oil is supplied by the Standard Oil Company
of America which like other foreign companies make
contracts with Shipping companies direct). De Graan
thought that with the co-oper tion of the Italian
authorities who have to license individual issues, an
effective check might be put on supply of oil to suspected
vessels in the larger harbours. He pointed out however
that there were numerous smaller ports where oil might
be obtained from unofficial or black market sources
without the knowledge of C.I.P. or Italian authorities.
Effective action by Italian Government in other fields
will force suspected purchasers into this market and niy
specialist advisers will now try and devise means of
thwarting them.

Please repeat to Washington as nray telegram No. 175.

[Repeated to Washington.]
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient ant.-passed-on

Cypher/OTP. CABINET DISTRIBUTION.

FROM ROME TO FO REIGN OFFICE.

Sir N. Charles.
to. 1057.

6th May 1947.
D. Untimed.

R. 1.50 p.m.

7thFay 1947.

7th May 1947.

L-.\
IMPORTANT.

Your telegram No.945:
immigration.

Jewish illegal

I communicated your personal message to
Count Sforza on May 3rd and saw him personally last
evening when I told him it was of the utmost
importance that the Italian authorities should prevent
these illegal immigrants to Palestine continuing
their journey from Italian ports. I said that the
Italian authorities had shown appreciation of our
point of view to a certain extent and that His
Majesty's Government understood why Italy should
not wish to harbour any more persons than she could
feed in these troublous times. You however relied
on his support during this difficult period. He
would understand they could not allow these Jews into
Palestine in their own interests and that His
Majesty's Government were determined to avoid all
risks of strife between the Arabs and Jews pending
the time when United Nations would find a solution
which would be fair and acceptable all round. I
asked Count Sforza if I could give you his personal
assurance that he would help in prevent ing ships
leaving Italian ports and in other ways of stopping
illegal circulation of Jews and he said that I could
do so.
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72/174/47.

I

F

1BritishEmbassy,

Paris.

38075 h May, 1946.

Dear Department,

With reference to your letter (E2199/84/31)

of the 19th March, 1947, requesting information

about the regulations governing the grant or

withholding of clearance in French ports, we

enclose copies of a memorandum on this subject

provided by His Majesty's Consulate-General,

Marseilles.

Yours ever,

Chancery.

Eastern
Foreign
s..l.

Department,
Office,

(6 j.v



of ships om t r o t Iof

When the date of departure of the ship is fixed, the Agenta
inform -

(a) The Maritime Security Officer at the Inscription
Maritime, giving fu ,. particulars of the ship, her
intended date of departure and deatinaion, o Wetiea
is required to be given at least~ Kriefoe' dpa
ture. Before the war, all .4ip8 were visited 'by he
Maritime Security Office who inspected the pasengr
and safety certificates and satisfied himself that 'the
requirements of the International Safety Convention wee
fully observed. Since the end of the war, however,
this inspection,has by no means been general. It ie
carried out in some cases only. It is, however,
understood rom an unofficial source) that the Frenech
authorities have recently decided to instruct Maritime
Security Officers to revert to the pre-war practice
of carrying out an inspection in every case. Such a n
inspection should reveal cases of overloading ships by
carrying passengers in excess of the permitted number.
Ships leaving ports in the South of France with Jewish
illegal immigrants on board are invariably overcrowded4

(b) the Passport Police* giving ad destItion of
the passengers and the hour anddteofembatilon.
An official boards the ship at a given time to inspect
passports and to carry out the formalities required by
the currency control regulations.

(c) the customs for examination of luggage. In addition,
a manifest of the cargo (or a statement that the.shi.
is sailing in ballast) and particulars of. the passengers
carried must be presented by an authorised shipbroker
to the Head Office of the Customs who subsequently
deliver a passport to the ship to allow her to proceed

N.B. Any objection raised by the Maritime Security Officer
would be notified to the ust would withhQ.
their Dasaortpending the agreement of e
Security Officer.
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DEPARTMENTAL No. 1

Office 7/ 47,.

Rome telegram No,. 104- to- reign

3 : 0 3 ,
Paragraph 2, line 5.

I3/

For "(gps, emitted frem telegram]"

please read "ship to pick up a complement

of".

Comunications Department.

10/1/47.
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Cypher/OTP

L.

DEPA1EENTAL

FROM ROME O'0 FOREIGN OFFICE.

Sir. N. Charles.
No. 1046.

7th May 1947.

3L.EDIATE.

TOP SE1CRE T.

Mly imraediately preceding

D. 9.13
R. 1.50

a. E
p.m.

6,i

telegram.

Jewish illegal immigration from Italy.

I have followed up my remarks to Italian Ministr of
Foreign fairs (as reported in my telegram No. 107
by a further personal letter (copy by bag) giving our
latest information about the ship "Presiden War field"
(which is now known to be in the small harbour of
Portovenere near Spezia). I have made it plain in this
letter and again personally when I saw him this afternoon
that this ship is not a test case since it is obviously
possible for the Italian Government to detain her and
prevent a further abuse of Italian territory and aggra-
vation of the situation in Palestine. I have referred in
general terms to your point about safety of life at sea and
drawn Count Sforza's attention to remarks on this subject
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies in the House of
Lords on April 27th.

2. As regards the "Vrissi" all information known
locally was cacmmunioated in writing to Italian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and to the Ministry of the Interior
on April 18th. Reference was made to the intention of
those operating [groups omitted from telegram] Jews frCua
Civitavecchia and Italian authorities were urged to take
all necessary action. Ministry of Foreign Affairs were
reminded on May 3rd. and we are again pressing them for a
report on the present position.

[Note by Communications Department:
omitted groups is being obtained].
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9MAY
AMENDED DISTRIBUTION (9/547).

Cypher/OTP . D'PATMEAL No. 1.

FRM ROME TO 1ORGN OFFICE.

Sir N. Charles. D. 11.11 a.m. 9th May, 1947.
No. 1051.
9th May, 1947. R. 1.50 p.m. 9th May, 1947.

555
MOST IMMEDIATE.

I received following information at 250 hours
May 8th.

2. President Warfield preparing to sail 9 a.m.May 9th without passengers (repeat passengers).

5. Ship holds temporary permit of navigation
valid for six months issued bythe Consul-General
Honduras in New York.

4. Owners are stated to be Western Trading
Company of New York.

5. The captain is 24 years of age, namedIsaaco Aronowich. The crew consists of 51 Americans,three Mexicans, one Pole and one no nationality.

6. Nominal destination of the ship is givenas Alexandria.
007. I was unable to contact either the Ministerfor Foreign Affairs or the Chief of Staff of theMinistry of Marine at mid-night.

8. I am taking up the matter this morning withthe Italian Government, though I fear in this case itis too late.

MAY

CD
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL N,1R.

FROM ROM0 TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Sir N.Charles, D. 5.15 p.m. 9th May,1947.
No 1054
9ithay,1947. R. 5.40 p.m. 9th May,1947.

Repeated to Paris.

Q Q Q

MOST IMEDlATE

My telegram No.1051.

Jewish Illegal Immigration.

The President Warfield is still in port and
the Minister for Foreign Affairs through the Secretary
General of Ministry of Foreign Affairs states that he will
do all he can toprevent the shiv from sailing for the
next few days. Signor Franzoni elehoned the Naval
Chief of Staff as well as the Minister of the Merchant Navy
in my presence to say that every effort should be made to
find a pretext to stop the ship leaving. He said the ship
was empy and her papers were in perfect order. The owners
were already threatening to claim compensation. With the
best will the Italian Government [ .undec.] stir up

bad blood with foreign nations by holding up ships on no
legal grounds. He asked whether our Naval authorities could
not take measures. I sald that while I understood his
difficulties His iaesty s Government looked to the Italian

Government to help them to stop the illegal immigration of Jews
to Palestine. I explained that the Italian police were not
co-operating enough, and mentioned the facts in paragraph 2
of my telegram No.1052. Signor Franzoni said tha e

Minister for Foreign Affairs was exercising his influence
to tighten up ontrol in order to be as helpful as possible
to His M majesty sGovernment. He asked me to telegraph
urgently to yo to say that their position was almost
untenable vis-a-vis other foreign governments, and that they
could not hold up the President Warfield for more than two,
three, f our or five days. I urged that it should be held
up for at least a week pending a reply from you.

Foreign Office please repeat immediate to Paris as
my telegram No.75.

Immediate to Paris].[Repeated
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Cypher/0TP

FROM ROE TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Sir N. Charles

D. 7.55

R. 10.409th May, 1947.

p.m. G 9th May,

p ms 9th May,

1947.

1947.

F F FF

MOST IMDIATM

My telegram No. 1054.

2 This makes it very urgent to supply us with all
ssible evidence that the ship is intended to pick u
l1s grants from Italian coast and thus break he

he is taAsnsh ar eds ai aster has sworn that

4 I will speak to the Italian Prime Minister

sent to Middle East Secretariat]
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL

FRCS FOREIGN OFFICETO

No. 995.
10th May,

D. 4 p.m. 10th May,
1947.

Repeated to Washington No. 4662 (Most Immediate).

MOST IMMEDIATE.

Your telegram No.
Illegal Immigration].

1059 [of May 9th: Jewish

As long ago as March 7th
reported that the "President
in Norfolk Virginia for the
traffic an& that some of her
destination was Palestine.
was to follow the "Abril".
They were reported not to be
above the average in education
to be leaders in Palestine.
stuffs and 1,000 life jackets

the New York Times
Warfield" was fitting out
illegal immigration
crew admitted that her
They indicated that she
80% of the crew were Jewish.
bona fide seamen being
n and 50% were training
ship carried ample food

2. You will be receiving through other channels
further information available about this ship. I am
repeating this telegram Most Immediately to Washington
in case any further evidence may have come to light
there. We have no evidence as to where the ship
will attempt to load and in the nature of things
it is almost impossible to secure such evidence.
You should, however, point out to the Italian Government
that we have the strongest evidence that the ship is
to be used for this traffic and that our information
in similar cases has always proved correct. Can the
Master and Owners for their part show evidence that the
ship is engaged in bona fide trading i. e. evidence of
cargoes, legitimate passengers or loading dates.
The mere assurance by the Jewish Master that he is
proceeding to Istanbul (Constantinople) is hardly
sufficient.

5. The Italian Government will now realise
the repeated representations you have made that th
a test case. We suggest that there are various mr
they can employ for delaying the ship, i.e. by
prolonging the examination of certificates before
giving clearance or search for structural defects
which ship could be delayed for health reasons, e.inadequate sanitary arrangements.

from
is is

methods

on
g.

If/

No. 2.

ROME.

1947.
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If she sails and reaches Palestine waters with
illegal immigrants from Italywe shall as previously
indicated in my telegram No.651, have to insist that
the Italian Government take back these people with all.-
the resulting publicity and damage to Angl-Italian
relations, not to speak of the pressure which will be
put on the Italian Government by Zionist interests.
It will be much easier in the long rum for the Italians
if they take firm measures to prevent the departure of-_
the "President Warfield" rather than face the above-
mentioned developments. .9

4. You will no doubt have the local reports
which have reached us to the effect that suspicious
embarcations and activities have taken place in the
last few days at Begliasco and other West Italian ports
which suggest preparations for transshipment to

"President Warfneld". You should ask Italian authorities
to watch these closely.

5. I have noted paragraph 2 of your telegram
No. 1050 but you should nevertheless press for the
placing of observers.

8
1 U

00
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Your telegram 1059 Lf May 9th : Jewish

Illegal Imm igr a t ion7

As long ago as March 7th the New York
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evidence of cargoes, legitimate passengers

or loading dates. The mere assurance by

the Jewish Master that he is proceeding to

Istanbul is hardly sufficient.

3 The Italian Government will now

realise from the repeated representations

you have made that this is a test case.

We suggest that ti r. 0 various methods they

can employ for delyng the ship&
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FRc)-I yVASH.I&TO1 TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Lcrd InYerchapel,

y,1947.

Repeated to Rome

D. 12.56 pem. 10th May,1947,

R. 7.57

No.100.

Po*. 10th May,1947.
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Your telegram NoT.4662 paragraph
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Cypher/OTP

FROM LISBON TO

E 3897
I 0 M/N

FOREIGN

DEPARTC l"TAL NO.1.

OFFICE

Mr. Sterling.
No. 1.
May 9th, 1947.

D. 4.55.

R. 8.35.

p.m. May 9th,

p.m. May 9th,

6 6 6 66

TOP SECRET.

S.S.Kora 817 tons stated to be owned by P. Gastarinatos
(Greek firm) who operate her under Panamanian registry cleared
Lisbon April 9th for Gibraltar for bunkers. Captain stated
that onward destination Genoa for conversion. This ship
is believed to be engaged in illegal immigration traffic to
Palestine. Agents in Lisbon, Norton and Ccmpany Limited
(British firm) have informed me through P.C.O. that the ship
left Lisbon owing them approximately £1000. They are
willing if we wish to put an arrest on her and generally
make every possible legal difficulty.

May I tell them to go ahead? If so
urgently present whereabouts of S.S. Kora.
agents are stated to be Whigham Richardson

please telegraph
London

Bury Street.
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Cypher/OTP ADEPAR' tIAL No: 1

FROM ROME X F01 IGN OFFICE

Sir N. Charles D. 1.30.p.m.9th May 1947No:1050

8th May 1947 R. 7.0. p.m.9th May 1947
Repeated to Paris

X:X:X:

IL MEDIATE

Secret.

Your telegram No: 962.
Jewish illegal immigration from Italy.
I reported in my telegrams Nos: 1057 and 1046further urgent representations I have made to the ItalianMinister for Foreign Affairs personally about suspected

ships and his promise of cooperation. The Minister'sCher de Cabinet was confident yesterday evening that urgentaction would be taken, and promised a very early report

2. It Is possible the Italian authorities mayon their own initiative propose some proper measure assuggested in your telegram under reference and this wouldbe much better from the tactical point of view. Whilewe must maintain steady pressure we have to guard againstunduly forcing the pace, (c.f. my telegram No; 1045paragraph 6 and paragraph 7). I am therefore reservingyour suggestion until we see what the Italian Governmentdo in the next few hours. The placing of observers on shipsflying a foreign flag which however strongly they aresuspected, are not yet edto be engaged in illegalactivities, would be a d Iicstep for Customs administrationauthorities to take. I should be grateful to learn whetherthe French Government who I understand have recentlybeen approached by us on the subject of suspected vesselshave been epared to stretch their jurisdiction in Frenchmrts to the smoit. In fact it would be valuableI could be furnished by telegram with a short accountof practical measures, which the French Government haveagreed to take or have taken at our [gr.undec ? requestin order to] suppress illegal traffic o Jews. M handhere would ob strengthened if I were able to point outthat an allied Government had gone at least as far as tohelp us in this matter as we expected the Italian
government to go and I could thereby correct in advanceany impression which the Italian Government might form

A $undue pressure was being put upon them.

Foreign Office please repeat Paris Immediate as my%tbgram No: 71.
[Repeated to Paris].

IWh wl i
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should beretained by the authorised recipent and not passed on]
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Cypher/OTP

DISTRIBUTION

F1~OMROML~TO FO IG

Sir N. Charles
No: 1062

9th May 1947 R. 4.55.p.m.10th May

X:X:X:

IMPORTANT

Jewish
My telegram No:

emigration.
1059 paragraph 4. Illegal

The Italian Prime Minister was syatheticwhen I enlisted his [grp.undec ? help]in getting Italianauthorities to tighten up controls on Jewish illegal emigration.As regards shipsa I based myself chiefly on yourte'legramNo: 945 saying you had sent him a personalappeal to be helpful in this matter. While I couldnot possibly hold out' promise of reward for good behaviourI said I felt it could not fail to have beneficial effecton [ undeo ? forthcoming treaty]. Signor de Gasperipromised to consult his colleague [grp.undec.]

2. The Italian authorities I feel are quiteanxious to please. Both the Prime Minister and Ministerfor Foreign Affairs and high officials seem prepared tobe cooperative but they say they cannot afford to putthemselves in the wrong with other countries. Theyblame the Allied officials (French and American) inGermany and Austria for allowing overt cizenuation of Jewsand they say they 'have not enough frontier guards orpolice in the country to be really effective.
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1

FRQK ROMS TO FOR BIGN OFFICO1

.r N. Charles
No. 1060

10th May,,

IDL&DATE
TOP SECRET

1947.

t : _T? 9 
/

My telegram No. 1059. Jewish illegal iinmigr nation.

In conversation reported in my telegram under reference
Secretary General repeated [gp. undec. ? once more]
Minister's enquiry (my telegram No. 1054) whether the
British naval authorities could not themselves take some
action against this ship
port. He was reminded
international law.

when
of

Sshe
the

came out of
limitat ions

the Italian
imposed by

2. I assume that consideration has been given to the
possibility of detaching a British warship to shadow the
"President W. field" after she leaves port and to doing
everything consistent with international law, e.g.
illumination of ship by searchlight, to hamper embarkation
of Jews off Italian coast.

5. This would be much more effective than reliance on the
Italian Navy. We hope to take the line with the Italian
authorities that the "President E arfield" is a test case,
While I realise that it would be impracticable for us to
shadow every suspected ship it does seem very important in
the particular case of this large ship we should be able
to show the Italian Gover nment that, we are able andl killing
to help whenever possible with our own resources.
Moreover I suggest that if by naval action of the sort
suggested we could hamper and even prevent mass embarkation
on "President Warfield", I [sic ? it] would discourage the
use of Italy as a base for illegal immigration.

[Copy sent to Middle East Secreta iat. ]
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FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN

Mr. Duff Cooper
PT 116 aving R. J.00 p.m. 11th May,

Repeated to Rome No. 5 Saving

SE~CRET

Rome telegram No.

ddddddd

105 f S.3. President

Ministry 4

M promised to do
m Corsican

of Foreign
their best

coast.

Affairs who
to prevent

were approached accordingly
any illegal embarkation

(copy sent to M.E. Secretariat]F4
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[This tlea is of particular secrecy and should be
retained the authorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/OTP CAINTISTRBUTION.

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Duff Cooper

"y 1947
D. 3.18 p.m. 11th May 1947,
R. 5.55 p.m. 11th May 1947.

PPP

ZNEIATh

to you.
Following is repetition of my telegram NOg aS6 Saving

(Begins].

Secret. .Y
9.

Rune telegram No. 1052: 3.S. President Warfield.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs who were app -aohed
accordi ng y romised to do their best to prove azr illegal
embarkation fram Corsican coast.

Please repeat to Rome Immediate as my telegram No,65.

[Repeated to Rome immediate].
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy
retained by the authorised recipient and

ante,.
not passed on]

Cypher/0TP. DIPLOMATIC SECRETT)

FROM ROMl; TO FORIGN OFFICE.

Sir N. Charles.
No.1082.

12th May,

D. 9.28 p.m.

R. 1.50
1947.

a.m.

12th May,

15th May,

Repeated to Washington,
Paris.

TMMDIATE.

TOP SECRET.

My telegram 1071 paragraph 5.

Jewish illegal immigration.

The Counsellor and ir. Hannaford attended
meeting this morning in the office of the Secretary
General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at which
representatives of the Italian Navy and Ministry of
Merchant Marine were present Our representatives
rehearsed the whole case against the President Warfield
and insisted on the need for the Italian authorities
to find [grp.undec.? a] means for holding up this ship.

2. All the Italians present were friendly and
apeared anxious t. "ind a pretext for meeting our
wishes. They produced photos of the ship which shows
clearly that she is a river or lake vessel entirely un--
suited for &avigation on the open sea. They repe ate dly
emphasised however that the Italian Government could
not afford to lay herself open to a charge of violating
her own and international law particularlyat a time
when Italy was applying for membership to United Nations
and seekin to return to the comityaf Nations. They
pointed out that Honduras was a United Nation and that
the armistice forbade Italy from doing anything against
the interests of members of the United Nations. It was
clear from lo discussion that the Italian Government
are scared tha any action they take over this ship will
involve them in trouble with the United States Government
and powerful American interests and according to the
Secretary General a press campaign stimulated by American
Jews is already in preparation.
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further repairs. They were not confident that this
could spin the matter out more than a few more days
as this investigation would have to relate to the
ship in her empty condition i.e. they could not
presume the presence on board of passengers in view
of the Master's declaration that he intended to
sail the ship empty.

(B) Since the ship had arrived with a certificate
of seaworthiness issued by the Bureau Verita of
New York (confirmed by Veritas of Marseilles which
restricted her to sea passengers in what is .own
as "R" (RE or coastal) traffic they could, if we
wished, reise to allow the ship to make for the
open sea and require her to return coastwise to
her last port i.e. Marseilles. In such case they
would escort the ship to the limit of Italian
territorial waters and would be obliged if we would
take over her shadowing thereafter.

(C) Pending the upshot of (A) and our
considered opinion on (B) the Italian Navy would
continue as at present to watch closely the
President Warfie ld in Porto Venere with a coastal
patrol vessel. (This is better than [grp.undec.
? an] "observer" who the Italian Navy think would
be easily disposed of). Whatever might be the
decision the Embassy would be given due warning
before permission was granted to the ship to leave
the harbour.

4. Our representatives argued strongly in the
sense of the last 5 sentences of paragraph 2 of your
telegram 992 i.e. that the Italian authorities
should put the onus on the Master or owners of the
ship to prove that she was intending to engage in
bona fide trading and should meanwhile detain her
ifiiTi~nely. The Italians considered that this

line was impossible since it was not in accordance
with the nawitime law of their own or any other
country to require a merchant ship with papers
in order to prove and justify her onward move-
ments. Tiey agreed that they could cCwand declar-
ations from the Master but obviously these would
be useless if later the skip were detected in a
breach of Italian law e. g. by illegal embarkation
of passenge rs she could be proceeded against
under Italian law if she returned within Italian
jurisdiction but would only be detained until
payment of the fines specified by Italian law.

5. Pressed by our representatives whether
they could not take action under general police
powers the Italians replied that they could if
the ship were Italian but did not see how to

/proceed
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6. see co ment in my immediately following
telegram.

Please repeat to Washi ton and Paris as
my telegrams 199 and 75 respect vely both Inportat.

(Repeated important to Washington and Paris]
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325/8/47 )

HIS Majesty's Representative at Rome presents his tomplimt
to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and has the honour to

transmit herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper.

British Embassy,

Rome, May 7th

Refe

FromSForeign Office :

rence to previous despatch /0

Telegram No. 962 of 5th May 1947.

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date.

Copy of letter to Count
Sforza, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, No. 325/8/47 of
7th May.

Subject.

,fewish illegal immigration
to Palestine from Italy -
"President Warfield".

(13191) Wt.42998/3052 5,000 1/40 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685

No.

$961

1947.
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32/ 7 Qiehaeasy,

RE A7th , t1947.

My dear Mnister,

Since I wrote to yo on 3rd May and we had our talk
the other day abut the very .eriouo queetten af Jewish
illegal mgstion to Paleste from Italo, I have
race- v edertain further information comcerning the
steamer "Preetdent Warfield.

Our etsueiala that this ship was intding to
*all at an -te rthave been confirmed . sins we
have Just leawred she arrived on 5th May at the
Caantiers Xsr uo in Portsenee neawr La posia, where she
is stated to be und rgoi, g repaive lily to tae two
or three da^s. We have alas learned that this steamer
iE eonideably larger then previoeSly "p"t4. she
is of ovr tons grow, and It is es mated that she
could tak2 0tp to S05 o illegal Ieingwanto.

The itish athrities have the atre aset suspicion
that, as your Ministry were first informed in the Awa-

re handto Ministro Zoppi on 2nd Mag, the purpose
of the "President WaWfield" after she has competed
fitting out lo to irk ews from Isuiated points along
the coast Italy for Illegal imgration to Palestine.
All experience of this traffic in tilegal Jeish Immigreate
shows that sane the ship ha ssmpleted its fit tig out and
has left Portmnere, it will be ettre mee difficult if
not impoEstble, to keep track of its ssementes, and It s
very liely not to be heard of again until it arrives off
the coast or Palestine. In any event, it would probably
not be poeBible to detain the ipone she h ead ft port
and the position is therefore that if appropriate ation +'
In not talon within the next day or so it say be too lete
to prevent a further abuse of Italian reitory and a
further serious incident in .Palestiae.

I duly reported to ug Goverment the personal
assurance you were good enough to give me the other day
that you would help to prevent this clandestine traffic
between Italy and Palestine, and I an sure that fl'
Geruemet will have oeply appreciated this mark of
your goodwill.

I em conefident, therefore, that I may cot upon you
to take every possible step to investigate this parttular
ase of the "President warfield and to prevent the ship
from leaving Portovenere.

I canot, of cours, pree s to sugest how those
en be done, but I feel sure that with the goodwill at
the Italian Goverrnmnt, the necessary action could

Count Carlo toga
Minister for Preign Affaire,

Palazso Ohigi,
ROME./be

+ to stop the "President Warfield" from leaving portoyoenr
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325/847itish amb y,
Rose.

<T 6 , AW 1= :r7thMa, l947.

y dearA inister,

iZn c I wrote to you on 3rd. May and we had our talk
the other day about the very serious question of Jewish
Illegal imigration t Palestine from Italy, I have
received certain further infortion concerning the

steamer "President arfield".

Our suspicion that this ship was intending to
call at an Italian port have been confirmed,.since ve
have just learned that she arrived on 5th May at the
antiere Iuro in Portovenere near La Spezia, where she

iF ,stated to be under going repairs likely to take two
or three days. We have also learned that this steamer
Is considerably larger than previously reported. She
is of over 4,000 tVn5 gra, and it ie estimated that she
could take up to 5,000 Illegal immigrants.

The British authorities have the strongeat suspicions
that, as your Ministry were first informed in the Aide-
Memoire handed to Ministro ZoppA on 2nd My, the purpose
of the "president Warfield" after she has completed
fitting out, i to embark Jews frsm isolated points along
the coast of Italy for, illegal immigration to Palestine.
All experience of this traffic in Illegal Jewish immuigrante
showed that once the ship has completed its fit ting out and
has left Porto enere, it will be ettremely difficult if
not impossible, to keep track of. its movement, an It is
very likely not to be heard of again until it arrives off
the coast of Palestine. In any event, it would probably
not be possible to detain the ship once she had left port
and the position in therefore that if appropriate action + '
in not taken within the next day or so, it may be too 1
to prevent a further abute of Italian territory and a
further eerious incident in Palestine.

I duly reported to my Government the personal
assurance you were good enough to give me the other day
that you would help to prevent this clandestine traffro
between Italy and Palestine, and I am sure that my
Government will have deeply appreciated this mark of
your goodwill.

I am confident, therefore, that I may coont upon you
to take every pocrible step to investigate this particular
case of the "President .arfield" and to prevent the ship
from leaving Portovenere.

I cannot, of couse, pressme to ugseet how th&e
can be done, but I feel sure that with the goodwill of
the ItAlian Government, the neoevsary action could

Count Carlo gfora,
Minister for Foreign £faire,

Palazzo Chg1i,
'ROME. /be

+ to stop the "Preident warfield" from leaving Portovenere
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to which my Govrmnrt have drawn q atnttin, ad which
.ighAt taiLt'te appopriate te tion by e tan
autoritios. Tit l the question ot the grv risk to

lan.. Uis tilved in t2Le traffic in Iloal imigratt,
Ie arecrowe into #ntirly unultable shipe, laeking

i enry eesenttal requiroment for pasrnar tnttic, anid
uquipped wit oadequaato saty devices in the event of

anythin occurring to the ship Ielf. I cant do batter
ri this e aa11 ion than quoto. tfolloin " pasae ft
t: spaek mad. b ly the t tih Sacratavy of Stta C or t he
Qolontfl tn the 4ous~ of ords on 4prtl 2rd

tflegal iimirotion. were erirninal. Ther waee
threevprsonR to OVfl7 A'cO&S r0gitred% ton ot
cY hpng, which raeant 1.20 pl erone In a shitp off

40Y) to is grean weight. Ua it net ben f'or th
Ry~nal tNavy: many af these 0hihR, whi> taft not only

xnh dItalian pots woudneh he rd
theia detitatien, and thouLSaAda oP those poor alu4dd
people: wold have 2nat their livts, Qnr ay, yhc4pa

acOn, one of Vhea frpf e wul bt.- lot at sea. The
overtmont eould take no responsibility Lor tbe live
Which woulsV Ee aerifteed shatl suech a dr1 te ccr

p@art frr all otherv naideratIons, thdi traffic
tn ol&ntin inrnts -vi a speraker In the oase of

Lorc4 apAly coand to tte ol slave trade acros th
1 tlastic, is a scandal rhichr I ao vra tE ItaUian government

I wtih to pnlay theIr part in vuprefin ini tso interest
f humeocAr.ornnanity

olivs vie, my den minister,
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